Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 16683 191823Z 
44 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 10-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 

NSAE-00 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 PM-04 NSC-05 SS-15 EURE-00 

AF-06 /074 W 

079153 

PR 191600ZNOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6941 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT BY POUCH 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION USUN 
USDEL MBFR VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USIA WASHDC 
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USIA FOR IBS, IEE, IPS 

E. O. 11652: CDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UR, IN, SY, BG 

SUB J : SOVIET CLASSIFIED PRESS SUMMARY - NOV 19 

1. SUMMARY: 

- PRIME PRESS SPACE IS DEVOTED TO OFFICIAL VISIT BY ITALIAN 
PRESIDENT LEONE. PRAVDA REPORTS THAT DISCUSSIONS COVERED, 

INTER ALIA, CSCE, DETENTE, THE MIDDLE EAST, AND ARMS CONTROL 
(SEPTEL). 

- COVERAGE OF ANGOLA CONTINUES HEAVY. IZVESTIYA REPUDIATES 
"BOURGEOIS PROPAGANDA" WHICH CLAIMS THAT MPLA MILITARY 
FORTUNES HAVE SUFFERED SETBACK. PRAVDA REPLAYS A BRITISH 
PRESS REPORT THAT "FORMER AMERICAN SOLDIERS" ARE SERVING WITH 
THE FNL A/UNIT A CONTINGENTS (SEPTEL). 

- MIDDLE EAST. SCANT REPORTING MENTIONS ASAD'S REJECTION 
OF ANY GOLAN AGREEMENT SIMILAR TO SINAI II. 

- SOUTH ASIA. THE BANGLADESH SITUATION IS REPORTED AS 
WORSENING INTERNALLY, BUT INDIAN SPOKESMEN ARE CITED DENYING 
BORDER INCIDENTS OR PLANS TO INTERVENE. 

- REGULAR SESSION OF COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF DEFENSE OF 
WARSAW PACT OPENS IN PRAGUE. 

-CUNHAL DISCUSSES EUROPEAN COMMUNIST PARTY CONFERENCE 
WITH GIEREK IN WARSAW. 

2. MIDDLE EAST. IN LIGHT COVERAGE PRAVDA REPORTS THE EVENTS 
IN SYRIA ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ASAD 
REGIME. PRAVDA CITES KHADDAM S SEPPECH AND HIGHLIGHTS HIS 
EXHORTATIONS TO "CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE" FOR THE COMPLETE 
LIBERATION OF OCCUPIED LANDS, AND PASSAGES ON LEGITIMATE 
NATIONAL RIGHTS OF THE ARAB PEOPLE OF PALESTINE AND ESTABLISH 
MENT OF A JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THE ME. PRAVDA ALSO 
MENTIONS ASAD'S ADDRESS IN WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY REPUDIATES 
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REPORTS THAT SYRIA IS ON THE VERGE OF A GOLAN AGREEMENT, 

AND STATES THAT "WE FIRMLY REJECT" ANY AGREEMENT SIMILAR TO 
SINAI II. AN ADJOINING COLUMN REPORTS THE RUTEN OF RAS SUDR 
TO EGYPT. COMMENT. PRAVDA'S DELAY IN COVERING THESE EVENTS-- 
SAME ITEM ON RAS SUDR WAS CARRIED IN KRASNAYA ZVEZDA YESTERDAY 
-IS UNUSUAL, BUT PERHAPS NOT OVERLY SIGNIFICANT. END COMMENT. 

3. BANGLADESH-INDIA. PRAVDA CARRIES A TASS ITEM FROM TOKYO, 
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BASED ON FOREIGN PRESS SOURCES, THAT THE BANGLADESH SITUATION 
HAS BECOME MORE COMPLICATED. THE ITEM REPORTS MUTINY AND 
KILLINGS AT CHITTAGONG AND KHULNA AND RAIDS ON AN ARSENAL NEAR 
DACCA. IN ADDITION, TASS REPORTS, RELIGIOUS-COMMUNAL FORCES 
ARE BECOMING ACTIVE. THESE ARE IDENTIFIED AS "ANTI-NATIONAL 
FACTIONS” WHICH SEEK TO IMPOSE THEIR WILL ON OTHERS. THE 
RESULT, SAYS TASS, IS INCREASING DISTURBANCES IN THE COUNTRY. 
PRAVDA AND IZVESTIYA CARRY AN IDENTICAL TASS REPORT FROM DELHI 
ON THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S DENIAL OF FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS OF 
BORDER INCIDENTS OR POSSIBLE INTERVENTION IN BANGLADESH. 

(TASS ATTRIBUTES THE REPORTS TO THE "AMERICAN PRESS," 

SPECIFICALLY MENTIONING THE WASHINGTON POST AND UPI.) THE 
GOI SPOKESMAN IS CITED AS SYAING THAT ALL IS NORMAL ON THE 
BORDER BUT THAT "CERTAIN CIRCLES" SEEK TO FOMENT TENSIONS 
BETWEEN INDIA AND BANGLADESH. TASS ALSO CITES ANOTHER GOI 
STATEMENT THAT "ALTHOUGH INDIA CONSIDERS THE EVENTS IN 
BANGLADESH AN INTERNAL MATTER FOR THAT COUNTRY," IT IS 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE THREAT TO INDIAN CITIZENS THERE, 
AND IT MENTIONS THE DISCOVERY OF AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE IN THE 
GROUNDS OF THE INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION IN DACCA. PRAVDA ALSO 
CARRIES A SHORT TASS REPORT FROM DELHI CITING PRIME MINISTER 
GANDHI'S WASPISH RETORT TO THOSE COUNTRIES (UNSPECIFIED) 

WHICH CRITICIZE THE LIMITATIONS ON INDIAN DEMOCRACRY BUT TO 
ON SUPPORTING DICTATORS. 

4. WARSAW PACT MIN DEFS MEET IN PRAGUE. KRASNAYA ZVEZDA 
FRONTPAGES (WITH PICTURE BUT WITHOUT COMMENT) THE OPENING 
SESSION OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
MINISTERS OF DEFENSE OF THE WARSAW PACT AT WHICH THE SOVIET 
UNION WAS REPRESENTED BY GRECHKO. 

5. CUNHAL MEETS GIEREK. PRAVDA REPORTS A MEETING IN WARSAW 
BETWEEN CUNHAL AND GIEREK. CUNHAL REPORTEDLY DISCUSSED THE 
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EFFORTS OF THE PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY TO STRENGTHEN THE 
"UNITY OF THE PROGRESSIVE FORCES" IN THE STRUGGLE TO PROTECT 
THE APRIL REVOLUTION. PRAVDA STATES THE TWO LEADERS EXPRESSED 
THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY CONFERENCE. 

MATLOCK 
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